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Weekly News

Mehr Bano

Afghan Women News Agency
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Challenges Faced by Female Athletes Under Taliban Rule

Following the Taliban
regained power in
Afghanistan on August
15, 2021, the lives of
women were profoundly
affected and
constrained. One of the
sectors that suffered
considerably was
women's sports.
Alongside numerous
restrictions and
challenges for women
and girls, sports have
also been declared
forbidden for them by the
Taliban. This decision
resulted in the closure of
many federations and
sports clubs in Kabul
and the provinces.
Laila, a 38-year-old
resident of Kabul shared
with the Afghan
Women's News Agency,
"With the arrival of the
Taliban, our professional
activities were severely
disrupted. Before the

collapse of the
government, | had around
fifty students at various
times, the majority of
whom were girls. However,
over the past two years,
women and girls have
shown dwindling interestin
sports. Our club remains
operational, but secretly.
The doors have been shut
by the Taliban's Ministry for
Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice more
than three times, with
warnings that should we
continue our activities, the
club would be shut down
and we would face arrest.
Yet, | have continued my
work with fear and
trepidation, and currently, |
have more than fifteen girl
students."

"I am compelled to work,
as | am the breadwinner for
my family of five. | have
been active in the club for
over eleven years, training

women and girls. However,
this group has shattered
the very foundation of all
women's aspirations and
barred them from work and
activity," Laila said.

With the closure of sports
centers by the Taliban,
many female athletes have
either fled the country or
abandoned their pursuits,
negatively affecting the
development of sports for
women and girls.
Moreover, female athletes
are grappling with
numerous psychological
and emotional challenges.
Women athletes in the
country implore all
organizations supporting
women and girls in
Afghanistan to heed their
voices and acknowledge
their diminished rights,
urging that the Taliban
should be brought before
the International Court of
Justice.

2024 Exceptional Woman of Peace Award
Bestowed Upon Humaira Saqib

The organization
Pathways To Peace
(PTP) has recognized
Hamaira Saqib as the
deserving recipient of
the Exceptional Woman
of Peace Award for
2024, among several
women nominated for
this honor.

Based in the United
States, Pathways to
Peace has a legacy
spanning 25 years in
bestowing awards to
women active in the
realms of justice,
equality, and freedom of
speech. In its 25th
anniversary, the
organization has
chosen Hamaira Saqib
from Afghanistan as the
laureate of this
prestigious award.
Tezikiah Gabriel, the
Executive Director of

Pathways to Peace,
announced four finalists
among hundreds of
women nominated for
the award:

- Josephine Ekiru from
Kenya

- Abir Elzowidi from
California

- Rebecca Irby from
Michigan

- Humaira Saqgib from
Afghanistan
Ultimately,the members
of the organization's
leadershboard selected
Humaira Saqib as the
winner of the 2024
Exceptional Woman of
Peace Award.

Upon receiving the
award, Humaira Saqib,
expressing her
gratitude to the
organization's
facilitators, dedicated
her accolade to her

-—

colleagues at the
Afghan Women’s News
Agency and all the
courageous and
resilient women of
Afghanistan. She
emphasized that this
gesture serves to
enhance motivation in
the struggle against
gender inequality,
accelerating the
process of information
dissemination and
advocacy for women's
rights.Humaira Sagib
has been tirelessly

working for nearly two
decades in the fields of
promoting freedom of
speech, advocating for

human rights,
upholding justice, and
establishing lasting
peace in Afghanistan.
She began her
endeavors with a
specialized magazine
called "Negah-e-Zan,
Woman's Perspective"
and has dedicated the
last fifteen years to
empowering women
through her activities

and writing. Her
interviews in various
media outlets
emphasize themes of
equality, freedom, and
justice. Humaira Saqib,
founder of the Afghan
Women’'s News
Agency, has received
numerous accolades in
addition to this award.
Notably, she was
recognized in 2011 as
one of the 21 Women
Visionaries by Utne
Reader, a prominent
organization in the
United States.During
the republic era, Saqib,
alongside the Afghan
Women’'s News
Agency, collaborated on
the establishment of a
network of women in
urban governance,
Women's Participation
Network for Urban

Governance, focusing
on the challenges
hindering women’s
participation in
governance and their
representation as
senior officials and
deputy governors in all
provinces. She worked
diligently to implement
the United Nations
Security Council
Resolution 1325, as
well as the National
Action Plan for Women
and other documents
aimed at alleviating
social inequalities.
Humaira Saqib stands
among the women
whose philosophies are
grounded in the
principles of respect,
equal participation in
decision-making, and
meritocracy in various
processes.
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