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Weekly News

Mehr Bano

Afghan Women News Agency
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For three years since the
Taliban came to power in
Afghanistan, restrictions
have been placed on
women. From the closure
of schools and
universities to work
limitations for women,
their living conditions and
societal presence have
been challenged.

Following the fall of the
Republic System and the
resurgence of the Taliban
in Afghanistan, the
situation of working
women in the country has
also been significantly
impacted. During their
initial rule, the Taliban
imposed many
restrictions on women,
denying them access to
education and various

jobs.
Shahla Karimi, a working

woman who had
previously collaborated
with a foreign institution,

The Plight of Working Women in Afghanistan

has lost her job due to the
restrictions and cancellation
of several foreign projects
within the country.

"The restrictions have led to
several women becoming
unemployed, including
myself. After years of work
experience in various
office,lamnow unemployed
and in search of another
occupation. Being confined
to the home is challenging
for everyone, but for those
who have always been busy
with study and work, it
becomes even more
difficult," Shahla said.

Sara Mohammadi, another
woman who used to work in
a foreign organization in the
past, has been unemployed
for almost a year now due to
the restrictions against
women's work in
Afghanistan. She says: "I
graduated from Economics,
but currently do not have the
right to work in that sector,

which is why | am currently
unemployed. Being
confined to home has made
me despondent, and our
economic difficulties are
also significant. In the
current circumstances, it is
very challenging to start a
new job from scratch; this
suffering is not just
suffering, but goes beyond
suffering."

Now, after more than 20
years and with the return of
the Taliban, many working
women in Afghanistan are
concerned about whether
they will be able to continue
their work or not. They fear
that their rights and
opportunities will not be
guaranteed. Additionally,
many international
organizations and human
rights advocates are
worried about women's
rights in Afghanistan being
under the influence of the
currentregime.
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Assessment of the Outcomes of the Third Doha Meeting

by Afghan Civil Society Members

A session was held to
review the Third Doha
Meeting by various civil
society organizations,
including the
Afghanistan Women
Media Advocacy Group
and the Afghan
Women's News
Agency, with the
presence of prominent
figures such as Zarga
Yaftali, a women's
rights activist; Lima
Anwari, a human rights
defender; Professor
Sayed Masoud, and
Parastoo Yari, a
women's rights and
human rights activist,
conducted online.

During this meeting, the
importance of the role
of civil society and
women in the future of
Afghanistan was
emphasized, along with

the discussions and
debates surrounding
the Doha meeting, and
the exclusion of women
from the main sessions.
Lima Anwari, a human
rights defender,
expressed in her
remarks at this meeting
that by excluding civil
society and women, a
step is taken towards
regression and
negating all the
advancements made
by women in the past
20 years. Civil society,
women, religious
minorities, dissenting
groups - all of them
should have a
presence in the main
conferences.

Ms. Anwari continued
to emphasize the
importance of women's
presence in the main

o - = EN T Y
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meetings and stated
that sideline meetings
cannot be effective.

"The sideline does not
play a significant role;
the main meetings are
decision-making.

Therefore, women and
civil society should
always be present in
the main sessions.
Gatherings and
discussions can only
be successful when

aspects such as
decision-making,
supporting all involved
groups, and long-term
commitment are taken
into consideration,"
LimaAnwari said.

Zarqa Yaftali, a
women's rights activist
who was present at this
discussion states: "The
Doha meeting was not
held with proposals and
expectations that
existed. From the early
preparations for the
Doha meeting,
everyone can
understand that the
world, the global
community, and
especially the United
Nations, did not want to
prioritize Afghan
women and civil society,
and did not include
them in the agenda of

the Doha meeting."

However, some
women's rights activists
in connection with the
conclusion of the third
Doha meeting state that
the exclusion of women
from this meeting has
led the United Nations
to lose its credibility in
the eyes of Afghan
women and girls.
They believe that
women in society,
particularly in decision-
making processes, can
play a vital role. The
Doha was a very
important step towards
resolving the
challenges in
Afghanistan, and
excluding women's
presence, has
jeopardized the
importance of inclusive
dialogue.
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