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From Banned Education to Rise in Underage Marriages

The United Nations
Women's section
has stated in a
report that the
restrictions
imposed by the
Taliban over the
past two years
have had a
negative impact on
all aspects of
women and girls'
lives in
Afghanistan.

The report
indicates that the
Taliban's
prohibition on
education in
Afghanistan has
led to a 25%
increase in
underage
marriages of girls,
an upsurge of up to
45% in early
childbearing, and a

potential 50% rise in
maternal mortality.
This report, based
on consultations
and interviews with
over 700 Afghan
women from 2022
to 2024, has been
prepared with the
assistance of the
International
Organization for
Migration (IOM) and
the United Nations
Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan
(UNAMA).

The report is
published at a time
when women and
girls in Afghanistan
have faced
significant
constraints over the
past two years.
Following the
imposition of

of Girls in Afghanistan

restrictive laws,
aspiring female
students have been
deprived of their
right to education,
leading to a
considerable loss of
employed women
and their
involvement in their
communities.
Moreover, as aresult
of girls being
confined to their
homes, the statistics
of marriages have
surged. Some of
these girls state that
they have been
married due to
familial traditions
and pressures. As
mentioned in the UN
Women's report,
underage marriages
in Afghanistan have
increased by 25%.

Sahraa Mani, an Afghan filmmaker

wins the "Feminist Majority Foundation™ award in the United States

Sahraa Mani, a
renowned Afghan
filmmaker, has been
honored with the
global "Feminist
Majority Foundation"
award in the United
States.

Ms. Mani received
this award following
the production of the
documentary film
"Bread and Red
Roses," which
portrays the
resistance of Afghan
women against the
Taliban.The Feminist
Majority Foundation
announced on
Wednesday, January
2nd, that the
sixteenth annual
Women's Rights
Awards ceremony

was held in Los
Angeles, USA last
week, where the
Mavis Leno Award for
Global Women's
Rights was presented
to Sahraa Mani and
the team of the
documentary "Bread
and Red Roses."
This award was
presented by Jay
Leno, the former
renowned television
host in America, and
his wife Mavis Leno, a
board member of the
foundation, along
with Dr. Sima Samar,
the former head of the
Independent Human
Rights Commission
of Afghanistan, to
Sahraa Mani.
Meanwhile, Sahraa

MAVIS LEN
OR GLOBAL WOM

Y FOUNDATION

0 AWARD
EN'S RIGA

Bread & Roses,
directed by Sahra Maj

Mani expressed in a
message on her
social media page:
"My goal is to
document the
struggles of women
in my country for

future generations,
and | am honored to
have received the
Feminist Majority
award for my work on
the women of my
country. | hope this

award can help raise
the voices of women
in Afghanistan and
bring about significant
changes in this
country."

The documentary

"Bread and Red
Roses" portrays the
lives of three women
after the Taliban's rule
over Afghanistan,
which has recently
garnered significant
support from women
in the country.
Directed by Sahraa
Mani in collaboration
with Jennifer
Lawrence, a
Hollywood actress
and Oscar winner,
along with Malala
Yousafzai, a Nobel
laureate, the
documentary delves
into the situation of
Afghan women after
the withdrawal of
international coalition
forces from the
countryin 2021.
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