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Mehr Bano

Afghan Women News Agency
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Following the
imposition of restrictive
laws against women
and girls in Afghanistan
over the past two
years, a significant
number of girls have
been left behind in
terms of education,
employment, and
social activities,
leading to the
confinement of many
educated and
employed girls to their
homes.

With the fall of the
republic system and
the resurgence of the
Taliban in Afghanistan,
the employment status
of women in the
country has also been
affected. During their
previous rule, the
Taliban imposed
numerous restrictions

The Situation of Women After the Imposition

of Restrictive Laws

in Afghanistan

on women, denying
them access to
education and various

professions.

Somaia Mohammadi
(pseudonym)is a young
woman who, despite
enduring economic and
cultural challenges,
completed her
education and started
working at a media
outlet. However, after
the fall of the
government, she was
forced to leave her job.
She says, "I am a girl
from one of the villages
in Herat, the only girl in
our family and relatives
who pursued
journalism. | fought
against many obstacles
day and night to
achieve the position |
always dreamed of.
Now, due to the

significant constraints,
the biggest being
poverty and the closure
of schools and
universities, | am forced
to stay home."

The majority of working
women are those who
are the breadwinners of
their families, and those
who have lost their jobs
say they are struggling
with their day-to-day
problems and are
worried about the
upcoming winter.
Shakila Sarwari, who
worked as an executive
manager in a
government office, has
also become
unemployed due to the
restrictions imposed on

women.
"A portion of the

household expenses
relied on me, and | had

to work. But after losing
my job, we faced
significant economic
challenges because my
husband is the sole
earner, and the money
he earns is not sufficient
for household
expenses," Shakila
said.

Women in Afghanistan
have always faced
numerous challenges.
Over the years, due to
sanctions and human
rights restrictions,
especially in the fields
of education and
employment, these
women have
encountered serious
problems
Nevertheless, Afghan
women continue to
strive for their rights and
active participation in
society.

Taliban Leader in Kabul;
From Neglect of the People’s Situation to Emphasis on Punishing Beggars

Mullah Hibatullah
Akhundzada, the
leader of the Taliban
group, during his
sudden two-day visit to
Kabul, held meetings at
the Ministry of Interior,
the Ex Presidential
Palace, and the
Supreme Court of the
Taliban with officials of
this group.

Initially, in a three-hour
speech at a meeting
with governors and
Taliban police
commanders in Kabul,
attended by Minister of
Interior Sirajuddin
Haqqgani, Minister of
Defense Mullah
Yaqgoob, and Director of
General Directorate of
Intelligence Abdul Haq
Wasiq, he emphasized
the importance of
obedience, stating that

obedience to the Amiris
a fundamental pillar of
Islam and obligatory for
all. Moreover, he urged
them to prioritize the
promotion of faith and
beliefs. He stressed
that government
employees should not
shave their beards
under any
circumstances, wear
Islamic (Afghan)
clothing, memorize
verses and hadiths,
and constantly
encourage people to
pray and be faithful.

Examinations usually
inquired from religious
sciences, even from
technology and
engineering experts.

He also instructed his
governors, "There
should be no distinction
between the Persian
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begging, with the
Ministry of Justice of
this group officially
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and Pashto languages.
If anyone violates this,
they will be brought to
courtand punished."”

This verbal decree
comes at a time when
Persian aversion has
peaked, and Persian
has been removed
from most government
documents. Directives,
laws, writings, and
official correspondence
that are exchanged by
the authorities of this

group, including its

leader, are now
exclusively written in
Pashto, and visitors are
required to speak in
Pashto, as some
officials of this group
are not proficient in
Persian or deliberately
feignignorance of it.

Additionally, during this
visit, Akhundzada
emphasized the
collection of beggars
and the prevention of

publishingitin a decree.
Akhundzada has
prohibited healthy
individuals, labourers,
and those who have
their daily sustenance
from begging, as well as
banned the use of
children, disabled
individuals, and
impaired persons for
begging.

This is happening while
due to poverty and
unemployment in the
country, the presence of
beggars in urban areas
is noticeable, and yet
this group has not
designed a detailed
policy to control and
support the livelihood of
beggars, merely
resorting to issuing

orders to prohibit
begging without
creating opportunities
forthe people.

Many women and
children who provide for
their families through
begging in the streets,
extending their hands
and begging from
passersby day and
night to feed their
families, raise the
fundamental question
of what will become of
those who sustain their
families through this
means, and who will
address the challenges
that grip them. Will it be
the international
community, led by the
USA, or Mullah
Hibatullah
Akhundzada, the
number one figure of
the Taliban group?
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